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FSC Impact Dashboard:
What the Evidence Shows

FSC regularly and systematically 
reviews independent impact 
evaluations of FSC forest 
management certification, led 
and published by scholars. The 
publications are curated and 
added to the FSC Research Portal, 
and their key findings are 
presented in the FSC Impact 
Dashboard (below). 

“Vascular plant richness exhibited 
significantly higher values in FSC 
certified areas (in comparison to 
non-certified areas)”
Matias et al., 2024, p. 1
   
“Our data provide strong evidence 
that FSC-certified forest management 
results in higher overall mammal 
abundance, as approximated by 
encounter rate and faunal biomass 
relative to non-FSC forest 
management. This effect was most 
pronounced for species larger than 
10kg” (Zwerts et al., 2024, p. 565)   

“The soundscapes of FSC-certified 
concessions resembled national parks 
(selectively logged 20+ years ago) 
more so than non-certified forests”
Yoh et al., 2024, p. 1

“This study ... observed enhanced 
carbon stocks and higher species 
richness in the FSC Certified 
Community Forests (in comparison 
with non-certified Community 
Forests)” Charmakar et al., 2021, p. 214
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on impacts of FSC
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biodiversity and climate  
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